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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


[Houſe of Lords, 


AT THE 
 ABBzr- CHURCH 


ES TMTNSTER 
On FxIpAx, December 8. 1721. 


Being the Day 8 for a General N 
FAs 7, for obtaining the Pardon of our 
Sins, and averting thoſe heavy * | 
we have moſt juſtly deſerved; and particu 
larly the PxaGus, with which ſeveral 
other Countries are at this Time viſited. 


6—— 


© Reverend Father in G o D, 
Lord — of Noxwica. 
Pans) * | 
| * 0 * D 0 
Printed for Joun WYAT, at the Roſe in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard. M DCC XXI. - 
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IT "ben thy Judgments are in 
the E. arth, the I nhabitauts of the 


. oh learn neee 0 


2 _ telhg the Origin al 
415 Dy ay creating 
1 f 

might ſerve him here in 


ener Bereiter ; he bas been pleas d to e. 


ert himſelf aids! them in various Mei 


thods, fuſtable to their Nature, as reaſdn= 
roduce 
[deals 


with them in the Way of his Merezes ; by. 


able figs! Creatures, in order 766) 
that gracious End. Sometimes 


thoſe gentler Diſpenſations:, endes vouring 


to oblige and win them to their Duty 2 2 : 


as lt is were with the Cords of Lov 
7 Bands of a Man, 


A-3: thoſe 


Mankind; thar 
Holineſs; and ſo be happy for 


a be ex ch 7 
hiRelF"by his Prophet; I. Xi. 18. to 
draw them to it. And ſometimes he treats 
85 5 the Way of his Judgments ; by. 


* ——— 
* F ˙ 1 Adana ates en 


* * 


wh” 'FasT-SERMON before the 


; God, whick my Text, and the Solemn Oc- 
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—— noe arr e 


8 thoſe ſeverer Methods forcing them to con- 


ſider, how Great he is, and how abomina- 
ble they are, in _perſillng ; in their wicked 


Ways, and finning againſt him. The For- 


mer is the Way, wherein the Gracious and 


Good God, the Father of Mercies, and 
Lover of Souls, chiefly delights , to deal 


with his Creatures, that he may by *bis 
Goodneſs, and Long:ſ uffering , an . 


ance towards them, as the A pollie ſpeaks, 
kad them to Repentance Rome * 5 
the Latter; ia the Courſe, which hover "HH 
willingly takes with them, when he is Wes. 
ried with their continual Provpc ons, and 
they will not be prevailed upon b the 
Former, to, amend their evil Doing. 
It is of theſe Latter, the 2 of 


caGon of our Meeting at this Time, do lead 
me to treat. n 1 ſhall. doi in thi fol- 
ye Method. ict 152 Son 
bb 1 mal bew; _ "als End 4 Do 
ſigu of God's Judgments,. is 10 teach 
the "Men: ors ac to be a 
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FER ee 
H. That not x0 leainRighrcouſtcls 1 
, 16 i the" gent, of God, is an Argu- 


51131 11k bĩr the reateſt. Perveclencls, 


Ia 11 Folly: Li8t%% 0117 
. 50 — Oöfelude wich an Application 
table to the e ee 


YC 1 Yiov oH la Are 


I Lal frew!” That the End Das 


fign of God's" ad onients; is to teach the I. 


«5s... Thy 


to be Rightes 
2 5s the e. unto God, 
7 Ag oi gr ep.” And the 
fam@ alſb is fuld By St: Ful, Rom: xi. 33. 
o the Depeb of 
dom and Knowleage of God . How:unſearcha- 
ble are bis 7 3 n 92 e Poſt 
dino ont / oe 
i Ti bed they oben are, 
to Private Ferſons and Familie: 10 deep and 
intricate, that we cannot find ont the Rea- 
ſon of chem! Which ſhould teach us all, 
vot to be too ruſh and haſty in giving our 
nion of them, with Regard to thoſe 
Private a6 berſegs as if they were undoubted- 


ly x * Sinnen than other Men, whom 


We 


babttautſ. 5 


The great Propriet ad Firneſs of | 


the Ritber'|» buth of the Mil. 


with regard 


: 
0 oy 
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AF AT- dr — Tins 


e 0 to be exerciſed with ſuc vere 


Diſpenſations of Gd providence., There 
may be many other excellent —— 1h 
them, than that Which we ſuppoſe ; and 
therefore it's a great Fault, and yery, unjuſt 
with regard beth t God and theme for us 
to be too bard and ſevete in our Cenſares 
pon nk n e ſe, to; be afili 
r them : Unleſs ſome very notorious 
"Crimes: in thoſe ;Penfong, have . tbe 
Tore; runners of them. . indee 
becomes us to talce notice of 
and to revere his Vengeance, 95 
from his Severity upon ſuch 1 Lp 
to fear God, and to avoid thoſe Sins ins, Which 
haves brought Aen. ſuch Je s from 
God upon them.. 5: ay) nah hy u . 
But as to Nations WR: Kin doms, w ' 
they are afflicted with God's Judgmegts, we 
may very ſafely pronqusse, ghat they are 
the Crying Sins of thoſe, Natipng, , which 
have called loud for Vengeange, and. pro- 
voked God to deal ich them in fo ſeyerea 
Manner. Ido not ſay, e 6h 
pronounce them to be greatet Sinnecq, 
thoſe Nations which God ſpares; for ar 
Sinners gi "God hy _ ab 
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they © World * by _ 
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— eG nr ne renee ern 
and hen he pleaſes; and Goch b = 1 
r moſt wiſe Reaſons for whit 
Ig. the one, and puniſhing 
theſe be not pleaſed to. 
Hy nog baJotw s dog 
Now tlie Reaſvit why God ofther pu- 
niſſes Nations, than fiagle Petſons, with his 
Tadgnients, may be this. A witked Nati- 
on, a8 ſuch, can be puniſhed only in this 
World. As for ſingle wieked Perſbns, if 


God permits them t6 ge on in ther vicious 


Coutſes in this World, without ſeverely 
animadverting wos them for it, there 14 
Time moſt certainly coming, which he has 
given them fuſficient Note of, that they 
might conſider: it, and be retlaimed by the” 
Terrors of i, and if -thisy Will not now be” 
perſuaded by them, be Will ehen call them 
to a ſevete Account for thenatid them (hall 
they melee Feten, wort of God, It their AS 
cterna 
But there wilt. be u Corfidetation v7 


Menbind at chas great Day; ag united in | 


ſuch a Society! a a Nation; hüt every one 

muſt aa fwer 55 hunſellf, and bear his +1, — 

Burthen, Whiuh che 0 ghteous Rar „„ 
ol | 


* 2 2 


S en before the. 


OE — oe 


N chte Wise Nanon be panel 
| this World, it muſt go unpuniſhed as a Na- 
tion for ever, God knows indeed, which 
1 15 the fitteſt Time to ſend his Judgments : 
B = a wicked Nation, which is the Rea- 

| ſon. that they do not always feel them im- 

| mediately, when others think that they 
may deſerve them. But they have always 

| Reaſon to fear them, for at one Time or 

| other they will come "moſt certainly, and 

1 heavily too; unleſs. there be à proper 
1 

| 


Courſe taken to prevent them, by Repen- 
1 tance and an Amendment of their evil 
God's Nr upon a wicked Nation, 

N are Puniſhments. for their Sins. But: N. 
| 85 niſbments are not always to deſtroy, but 
ſometimes by Correction to amend that Na- 
tion, on which they are inflicted. For 
there are Salutary Puniſhments, as well as | 

Deſtructive ones. They are ſevere indeed 
to thoſe who are deſtroyed by them; but 
they are great Mercies to- thouſands f o. 
thers, who are intended to be ann 
and admoniſhed by them to fear the Lord 
and to forſake, and be reformed from thoſe 
Sw, > AAR, have coſt _ Commirters of 


| them: 


Hoo  Honſe of Bonne," Dec 8." 1721. 


them dem Jo dear. © Soiithar ibe Jnulginenty. 
God, » which" 2 


dea the wiſe Methode, whiob'the great . 


bn ebe Mur li u ſer for the Curd of Mom 
"I K Sun HOW FR ob and 


For it is not that God takes: Plraſure in 


ſuch le or that lle delights in the 


Mileries and Calamities uf his Creatures, 
that he makes uſe off {uct harſh and rige 
rous Wa with them, but purely out of 
4 _— Deſign to them to haſten theie 


1 He- Sehe. tries the gentler Mes 


thods of his Goodneſs and Teibennes 
to bring Men to à genſel of their Dueyz 


when the Perveiſeneſs and Obſtinacy of 
Men will not be wiought upon by hem, 
cher is he provoked to chunge chem into 
Ways of -Harſhneſs and Severity 


nation; to rake the Rod into" His Hand: 


and: chaſtiſei them with it is inflate 


Goodneſs is ſo averſe to Fudgments, that he 
is repreſented in Scripture,” as not e 
hardly which Way toiſet about them: a 

en ys are _ cke rere 2 


ftran ge 


at, and to prevent their utter Ru. 


and to an Amendment of their Ways. Bo _ 


| And for- 
ceth himſelf, as it Were, againſt his Tnelis 


1 2 PABT=BERMON EO Bhs \"\ 


Mane. H 16a. AUvIi 2 1. How leth 


wg Mannat, to repent of theisWhekodnols, 


mine Augen for: 


it is il with a * of * * 


— ͤ —-—-— 


he, by is Prophet Hoſea alſo, deglare 
kimſelf ho FR to it, ſayiug, Hoſ xi. 8. 
Hew. foalliJ) give. rbee u Eßhraim ? Haw 
ſpall 1 4 thee Iſrael? How full I 
wake: iber 'vs-Atwab. & Hub Hull I. ſet thee 
ca Zeboim ? My Heart! is turned within:'me, 

y repontinga art bindjeditigetbers And ins 
2 Places hacalli upon is refictlions Pro-: 
fle Hſael, in the molt affedtionate and move 


and ſo avert bis & Rane hon 
beckfliding Iſrdel, jar the Lad, aud I will 
us cauſe mine Anger i fall upon: juu, for I au 


ereiſul, ſaith th Lord, and Iwill not ſteep 
eerH; only ackniwledes that 

thou, haf tranſgreſfjed agairifi- abr Kenn 1 God, 
er. My 12, 13. 0: Jernfolemy: 0% thine 
fam Weekediweſs, th aboy maze be 


| aid, Jer. 1 14. and. Again; Be abu in- 


meld, O Jarnſalew, leſt ary Soul liapurt from 
thee, kt I. [grime deſolate, Jer. vi. 8. And 
25 laſt, when he pouts forth his Tudgmrewus, 


there s ſlilla ſecret Merey, lying hid under 


that Severity. When he dens bimialf moſt 
angry with a wicked People, for their Sins, 


them. 


ou ” 


| "0 7 A: er 2 78: 4 n N 
e ne, Bee. 8, 1721. 


them. He is loth to foe them periſh; 1 
pleiſant; Way; and therrfôre embitters 
their Lives by Miſerles; rather than fuffer 
tham td he uttei undone by Softneſs and 
Indulgence He \eaſts' them jate the Fur- 
nace of Aſfliction; that he may refine ane 
putify thein from their Preſs. He would. 
fain have re e iciivevif 
WINS and by his (vere F 
; them: to hear the Rod; lam hs hath: 
appainted *; and tofearn'ifiem thenee to go 
and: Aae ee a wonſe Thing eum um 
dentandtheg ind aid unllone for over; 
Nee er a People is che 
ry is till further 
dla allo;/tharas ſoon as they 
haue accompliſhed) che Eud he Aime at by 
them, he does always remove them. For 
aidoubtedly, there hever was dny/Nation- 
7 Noa taal, 7 0 th 
ä towards them, in 
his Pardoning, [2ind: even in his Bleſſing of 
upon their true Repentance When- : 
Jod Providence has made uſe of his 
ſharp and cutting Inſtruments to let out the 
Corruption of any wicked People, and 


W * „ 


„„ ew 
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— them, does then ben beat 
chem; according tothat of the Prophet Hy! 
ſea, vi. 1. Com, und let us return irttoithe: 
Lord, for he hath totn,; arli he will healn 
he bath ſmitten, and he will bind nenpilubal 
Nay, if but the Threatning of his Judg-- 
ments = the Effect he aims at, the Refor- 
mation of that People ta whom thoy ate 
threatned, there — and goes ng fais/ 
ther, though even the very Time for them; 
had been, determined :byhim, ; As he has 
plainly: Ahewa' us in the Caſe. of. Ninemeb; 
for as ſoon as he ſam their Works that they 
repented in Earneſt, and turned, From:their 
evil Mays, he: alſo.p ly.” repented ef the 
Evil which he ſaid, by lis Prophet, that ii 
would do e axdbedd 1 no, Jonah 
111. o. 1043 9; Amin | 
u. And ſo I come to che Grogd Thing I 
propoſed, To ſhew the Frapriety and Fit - 
neſs of God's Judgments, to teach the Inha - 
bitants of the World to berighteous. When 
| thy, Judgments are in the Earth, e 
tants of the World will learn Righttouſweſo. 550 
Now this appears theſe TwWoo Ways: 
Firſt, they make Men more: ſerious: and 
diſpoſed to conſider , and (par hems 1 


the 


TOA "2 

6 ER bw 

oy 1 wt” Wan * 

7 8 18 N 
D 0 
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the beſt; Temper for Repentanee. Seconds 


ly, they are apt to raiſe in Need a | 


greater! | Awe and Fear of God. 1 


J. Firſt, they make Men more 2 455 and 5 


; diſpoſed to conſider, and ſo put them into 
for Repentance. One of 


the beſt Temper 
the great Cauſes, if not the chief, of the 
| Widkedneſs of, Mankind, is want of Con- 
ſideration. Thus faith; the Bord, by his 


Prophet eremigh, .of his rebellious People 
Ifrael, Ch. viii. '6;: Ng Man repented bim of ; 


bis Wickedweſsy ſayitigs What: hase 1idone ? 
Everyone tur ned to bis Courſe, as the Horſe 
ruſbeth into the Battel;: That: is, they. never 


Panges of theit wicked Courſes, whereby 
they had ſo long provoked God, but, like 


that onthinking! Animal violently raſlyd on 


into the, midſt of Perils , not regarding 


what Miſahiefs they were like ted them- 
ſelves thereby 97 IF. Men could but once be 


brought to Caf der the Evil of their Ways, 
the Work of: Repentancę would ſoon! be- 
ęin to Ane It would be almoſt im- 


conſidered the Evil, the Folly;;/ and the 


pollible, abat reſonghle, Summe ſhoul 1 
1 dane Belts and. heir 


Con- | 
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their ITY Efforts for his Prefprvarion. 


Vice owes all rd Dominion it has over 


ces they may Plunge themſelves into by 


—"Conkeence'; to their 'own:Good! atid lod 
reſt in this World, and to theirevernal Hap- 
pineſs in the next; if they would but give 
themſelves leave to iok! and conſider what 
they are à doing, and whither- thoſe Chur 
ſes will unavoidably-lead them at laſt. For 


Men, to their upthinking careleſs Way of 
Living. Men ſtifle their Reaſon, and 
ſuffer themſelves to be hurried dy Senſe 
into the 'Embraces of ſinful Objects, not 
conſidering what the End of gs Things 
will be; what Miſchiefs and ee 

em 


in this World, not what is like to become 
of them bercaſtet, becauſe of them. So 
that the only Way to bring them to abhor 
Sin and Wickedncks, — to haſten their 
R 


epentance for it, is to malte them ſerious 
and diſpofed to eonfider ; and nothirig can 
be more likely to do chat, than 1 Tenor | 
of God's Judgmems. 

God has made Fear a y prevai ling 
Paſſion in the Soul of Man. And This when 
rouzed, awakens all its Powers, to put forth 


When Adverſiry and Affliction fit hard up- 
5 * 


Houſe of Leap, Dec. 8. 1721. _ 
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on Men; they take off all Lightñeſs and 
Vanity of Spirit, and make them ſober and 
attenti ve to the Voice of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience; They awaken Men's Minds, which 
before were ſtupefied with Sin, into Con- 
ſideration, and make Men think ſeriouſſy, 
whether they will or no, and by that Means 
ſoften 1 for the Impreſſions of wiſer 


Counſels. In their Aictiumt, ſays God, of that 


fooliſn thoughtleſs People, who would not 
before be prevailed upon by his Mercies, to 
repent and amend their Ways, ; they will eek. 
me early, Hoſ. v. alt. Tboſe will; open t eir 
Eyes, and ſhew them their Wickedneſs, 
and that will put them upon the moſt aL 
fectual Way — their prace with. God, 
and to ſeek: bis Mercy, by a true Repei- 
tance and Reformation. Juſt ſuch was the 
Caſe of the Prodigal; he never thoughe 
of returning to his Father; till pinching 
Hunger and extreme Neceſſity forced him. 
They brought him to conſider how greatly 
be had — againſt God and his Father, | 
and that ce bim to N on a Re- 4 


turn to him. 
1. Secondly, God's Judgments. are apt t to 
rife * Men's _— a greater Awe and 

Fear 


| 
! 
1 
| 
| 
1 


14 


Fear of bin, and thereby to teach en 
to be Righteous. Thoug 


| off Threatubig' 4: and ere . gg 
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h there are ſome 
Sinners, it may be, of ſo pliable and eaſy a 
Temper, as to be reclaimed by milder/and 
ſofter Methods; ſuch on whom the Threat 

of Juulpmert- may have the happy 


pings 
Influence of reducing them to good; yet 


there are others likewiſe, and theyge nerally 
the far greater Number, ſo hardened by 
long Habits of Vice, grown ſo headſtrong 
and obſtinate in their evil Ways, and fo 
madly bent upon their on Ruin, that to 
try to reclaim theſe by gentler Alta of Per- 
ſuaſion is to no Parpoſe. The only Muy. 
then left to deal with them, ir Rigor and Se 
verity. I bes Sinmers, fays a law great Di- 
vine, are thas: beſides themſelves, bmy. 
that looks like Cruelty, is perhaps the g. eures 
Mercy ibat cun be io them, as- — 
the only thing tharcan bring den 10 them 
{elves again. 

This God beholds, menos; ap 
his Remedies — Then he 


Infliction of his Judgments, And when 
ſuch In ſtances of God: V engeauce do lie 


heavy upon a wicked People, cheſe ure 
* 


Het Londe, Ber. 8. 1921. 


and to ſtrike 


ry 


| apt ro/awakeq! even the ſtapid/agdicatclels; 
” {their Minds a —.— 8 


Awe and Dread of Cod, than ay Jadg- : 


n. though very dare ga nugle 
Perſons anly' ave apt to do. The Fame 


thereof reaches further, and is more berri- 


ws Wicked Men are oftentimes woke te 
rage themſclvesin Wickodneſt by their 
— — Dut wbenthey 
vy Wrath of God poured out upon Whole 
Nations, fur their Inipicties, as by violene 
Fnundations of 2 e Fire, 
by :fadden — altes, by 
a dreadfnl. 1e a rap g Peſtilence, 
by a liagring and defize . ' by: dif 
mal Storms ef Wind, — thellike* This is 
enough, ane would think, to make che 
ſtrongeſt and Kouteſt' Combinations of Sin- 
nets to tremble and prow pale. When they 


hear or ſee how Great, how Mighty, how 


Terrible che Lord Godof Heaven ad Earth 5 
Eyes none of their 


s, from whole:alHcemp 
Sins can be: oonceaP'd, and whom no/Nuth- 


ſiſt, when he ariſes tert. _ 
geanee upon an ungodly "This; if 
any Thing, W molt" bold 


and 


ef the how: 


bers, Laden nde Ade 80 withſtand or re- 
45 take Ven- : 
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and daring Sinners into a ſpeed e 
tance of ber wicked e N ul 
| Whereas, if God ſhould always » Gallo. „ 
wicked People, to go on wühen unn ch | 
ſevere Checks in their Impieties 3: This, 
(confidering the Proneneſs of Mankind to 
Wickedneſs,) would tempt others to think; 
that they may ſafely do ſo too, and ſo by 
Degrees would go a great way. towards 
rooting all Senſe of Gaodnefs and Religion 
aut 7 the World: And: therefore to pre- 
vent That, which would be the ſaddeſt Ca- 
lamity of all to Mankind, when his Mercy 
and Patience have been long deſpisd, God 
ſuffers his Juſtice and 8 to take 
place; that Men may be, forced to Fear 
him, who is ſo terrible in his Doings, and 
to turn unto him that ſmiteth them. Which 
brings me to the n Thing I propoledy: 


II. That not to learn | Righteouſiicſs by. 
the Tudgments.of God, is an Argument of 
the greateſt Perverſenels, Wickedneſs, and 
Folly. This Effect might in Reaſon be ex» 

Qed, That from the Terribleneſs of God's 
Sad »ents the Inhabitants of the World 
thould be induced to reform and amend their 


evil 


I _E 
ac 


— r e ; OS Chg > IM 4 
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I Ways. And yet it ſometimes e 
otherwiſe, and they prove ineffectual to 
that End. There are ſome Tempers ſtrange- 
IF reffaſtory 2 perverſe, and obſtinate; 5 and 
Sin, when it has been long continued in, 
zs of an 3 Nature, and renders 
Mien incorxigible, Of this, wicked Abab 
was a remarkable Inſtance ; of whom the 
Holy Spirit of God: has recorded, to his e- 
ternal nin, that in the time __ bis Dis - 
 frreſs, he „ nate [againſt the Lord, 
1455 hron. oh Such Me did ws . 
4 rate Egyptian: new themſelves to ba 
| Every new Addition of a, Plague did. ſtill * 
but more and mare harden their Hearts, and 
made them leſs willing to obe) God, in 


letting the Ißraelites go. And this, to cheir | 
Shame; be it. ſpoken, was. the - Temper. of i 


God's ove People, the Children of Jraeh 
who. were ſo-far from being reformed. by 
the ſeveral ſore Judgments , which God in) | 
flicted upon them for their Sins, that they y | 
ſtill multiplied. their Provocarions, aud | 
| 


grew but worſe and worſe for their Cor» - 
rection; which occaſion d God's deſponding 


Complaint of them, for their Incortigiblet 

_ neſs „by his Prophet 15 aal, Ch. 1. 5. 5 
Why 
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Dol more and more 


all choſe Inſtandes, Lhave 


I the Raden. Ard Heel toon 


Farth ; at- one Titne, 
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But chi errtainhy is the world of 


and uſually 16 Bat a Thd Prelage vf the By 3 


ter Rein abd Deſtruction of thoſe fr When 
it is bund. Such it was molt vertfinly in 
uſt now na Het. 
Alus Houfs, ,"4h6hgh very numero, 
were youre after entirely deſtroy d. All 
s Chariots; his Hoſt, and his Cap- 

Aind were \Uafh'd . pieces, and Yrowned 
after that 
became a Prey to their Enemies, who mife- 
rably deſtroyed them, and cattied them in. 
e ſad Caprivity in a ſtrange Land, From 
which they flever returned to this ve ery Day. 
Moſt dreadful therefore is the Anger ef Col, 
when his Patience, being g defpifed, is 


atlalt turned 0 Fury! 


For this Reaſori, Whit difial and terri- 
ble Deſtructions bas he brougirt upon e 
ing a hole 
World of Simnefs, by an irreffſtible Pe- 
luge, after he bad à long Time firove with 
them, by leſſer Tudgmems to reclaim them ? 
For this, Five'preat Cities, deaf to all his 
former Watnings, were ar aft confulned by 


Fire 


8 


. 


remain, and the very 


—— RB < 


Hase Loans, Daa g. 8 
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Fire aut Brimſtone rained upon = 
Heaven;cand arpoferforth, fn Kup, 
ſu Hering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. For the 
Incorrigiblenefs of theit Inhabitants, , under 
Gad's gentler Severities , many havg been 
the Alberattona and — and Deſolati- 
ons of feveral:: gens chty Kingdgms; 
20 —— 5 mined,. fo - 
— —̃ VU— them do:n6w 
—— re a. 
molt ſougutten. Aud beolidh therofore amt 
10 needs:berta the laſto Degege, 8 well as 
Wicked / fbn wN ꝭhHEMortals popr:finkyl 


3 io conbend/ with the ty Goc 
for the)Mdftory:i He al — — 


will have the: bester. (ao will hib, oft 


buddy the Ihen, Bet, if chexfWi 
Kill vemain impenitent; , 29667 bis lll 
Fudge, tbe wall ill purity them move 
and} mote ſor thai Sent, and greater 
-and greater Severitiqs, ll he has, quite de- 
'firoyed them Ae mel 80s glorify. him 
by:thelo:Riepentanee! ; ſbt his Forbeamuce : 
and-Long-buflcving, bew ill get binalf Ole 


ty upor-them by the H Deſtrustias . O . 


futes ibi ll q dit forget Cu, le ſt the plus 
e * 
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iy. We are met this Day, by the Command 
of our moſt Religious and & Gracious Sove- 
reign, ro implore God's Mercʒ in the Par- 
don of our Sins, and in averting thoſe 
Judgments, which wehavethe greateſt Rea · 
ſon to fear, becauſe of them; and in particu- 
lar, chat moſt grievous and heavy one of 
a Devouring Peſtilence, with which ſeveral 
other Countries have lately been, and ſome 
are at 'this Time viſited; and which has 
more eſpecially ſo violently ragedin aneigh- 
Country, that within the Compaſs 
of x little more than one Year, it has laid 
waſte many large Villages, and almoſt de- 
populated ſeveral very flouriſning Cities: A 
Feſtilence, ſo various in its Attacks, that it 
has hitherto eluded all the Arts of Phyſick 
to find out Remedies Proper for it; a Feft- 
lence, which not with all che Force that 
has been employed to keep ĩt within Bound, 
and the Methods that have been taken to 
put a Stop to it, hath ſtill, in Defiance of 
them all, marched in Triumph, as it were, 


through ſeveral Parts of that ** King - 


dom, 
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controulably, "firſt on one Side, and then 


on another, as if ĩt threatned to go through 


the whole Land. And whether or no it 
may not at laſt, involve the neighbouring 
Nations, and ours among the reſt,, in tlie 
ſame maſk fatal 200 een Calamity; God 
alone;-knows. !,/.)/7: n 
It is now Fifty Five Yann: ſince this Na- 
tion was nfetcd, with any Fe ilential Diftem- 
per; a Space of Time longer than ever this 
Nation was known to have eſcaped the like 


8 before. Not that we have leſs deſerved 


ſuch a Judgment than our. Fathers, before us 
did, (I wiſh I could fee an Reaſon to-ſup- 
pole that;) but it has been owing to God's 


ed uo Mercy alone towards. us, t hat-he 


has ſpared as ſo 8g nm len ſevere a a 


Scourge. I bay e oobai ge 


For it has pleaſed Cod, like a prudent. 
and indulgent 3 by various, Methods 
of his Providence 5 this Nation, of, 
late Years, to endeavour to bring us to a; 
Conſi deration of our wicked Ways, chat we 
might amend them. One while inviting 
us to it by many Bleſſings, and at another 
wing to reclaim us. 1 2 the Seri. _ 

1. ge 


dom, ſpreading-its 5 np — — 
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dements, and then graciouſly ramovi 
nt as Ka with 1. own 2 
ple the Tews, whom he was 1 ny give 
uu to them G 
It is ill Freſh the 1 moſtof 
us, how, hut a very few Tears ſince; for 
our Luke wärmnels in tke beſt and pu- 
reſt Religion in the World, for our Diſ- 
_ to, and ptofs Contempt of the holy 
Duties of it, we were well nigk being de- 
prived of che glorious Light of it, which 
ſhone m upon ue at the Reformation, and be- 
ing carried back into an Egyptian Darkneſs 
of Popery, and the Bondage of Tyranny 
and Slavery along with it. White the Feats 
of loſing our Religion were upon us, and 
Idolatry, Superſtition and Slavery, ſermed 
to be coming upon us with a high Hand, it 
was indeed obſerved, that Men did appear 
more truly concerned | for it, more devout 
in their Prayers, and mere ſerious them or- 
dinary in other religious Duties. But alf 
this was but in Rppearance only. For no 
fooner did God in his great Mercy raife up 2 
Deliverer for us, our late Gracions Sovereign 
King WI ILL IAM, of Glorions Memory, and: 
wonderfully condaet hith hither for. out 


Reſcue, 
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Hefe, making all. Oppolitign, = a moſt 
furprizing Manger, 3g fallbefare bim; 5 
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men, why N cup 
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we, ſoon forgetting 5s Fears and God's f 
cy together, return'd again 
differency r Religion, 


and forthe Ser 


Upon this, th —.— ung gd in 4 long 
and expenſive War, in which, though God 
was pleas d to give 1 many very confide- 


Duties of it. 


rable Succeſles and glorious N yet 


the Loſs of ſo ek: brave Country- 


= in in the Co 
es by al wil 5M 
might yuſtly have 75 
to —— been a very ſ "NN RG upon wil | 
During this War, though Cod was loth. t 
ſuffer us to fall into the Hands of Men, yet 
he was pleas d to puniſh us himſelf by ſo fu- 
rious and r a Storm of Wind, in 


which Many of our Ships Were loſt dc dea, 


and ſuch incredible Miſchief and Damage 
was done by Land, that the like is not to be 


dale in any of our H Hiſtori Ie. 7 
7% wp 5.2. | | N. Next 
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Rats theſe” While we were et endea- 
ni to repair thofe Breaches, Which the 
: juſt· now mentioned Calamities had made in 
the Wealth and Strength of the Nation; ſee 
how terribly God did of late ſhew his An- 
ger againſt us in another Wa ay, by giving 
us up to our ſelves, and cha ſir ing us very 
ſeverely by one another. 

It is the Obſervation of a late G and 
Pious Prelate, that when Tmpiety and 'Wicked- 
neſs are at the bi gbeſt Pitch" in a Nation, then 
they themſelves are the only proper” In ftruments 
Topwariſt one another. This was the ſad Fate 
'of the Jewiſh Nation; when their Iniquities 
were come to de full. As God had foretold 
by his Prophet, that their own Wickedneſs 
ſhould correct them, Jer. li. 1 9. ſo it hapned 


to them. The Ronan; their Enemies, were 


gentle to'them, in reſped of their own evil 
Doings towards one another. None, ſays he, 
but thetr-ownl barbarous ſelves were ba pable of 
fo much Crutity and Inbumanity, as they expe- 
rienced from fog elves, and was indeed re- 
_ quifite to puniſh them to ſuch 4 Degree, as 
therr Sins had deſerved. 

May we not juſtly 0 that ſbomel digg 
very like this has been our Caſe? Such an 
upbound- 
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nbonnded* Cdvetollnth, and ubſatiofied. 
Loveof Money, as Was never known before 
in this Nation, having of late, (to the Ac- 
cumulation of all our other manifold Impie- 
ties) ſhown it ſelf amongſt us, by the uni⸗ 
verſal Inclination of all Ranks of Men and 
Women too to exceſſive Gaming, God was 
pleas d to permit the Wickedneſs of ſome, 
and the Folly of others, to be the Occaſion 

of bringing ſuchi a Curſe and Blaſt upon us, 
as never was felt before by this Nation; by 
which we have been all of a ſudden ſtrange⸗ 
ly impoveriſhed in the Midſt of Plenty, our 
Riches having made themſelves Wings, and 
flying away no body knows whither ; and 
more Families and lingle Perſons have been 
undone and ruined, than hardly ever were 
known to have been ſo, by the mo tedi- 
cus and Hogring Wr. 

This is the ſad State into. Which we are 
plunged, and itwill require great Prudence, 
and a long Time to deliver us from the dif. 
mal Effects of this Calamity. I pray God 
inſpire thoſe; who have the Management 
of our Affaire, with Wisdom ſuitable to 
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Bot if after all chis, God thould' be 
| leaſed * yp tings ge 1m 
Scourge of the Dewouring Feſtilence, which 
we have ſo much Reaſon to fear, this muſt 
of Necclity ,,compleat our Ruin. Lam 
ſure it can hardly he expected that he ſhould 
not, if we ſhould ſtill go on in thole Sins 
without Repentance, which have provoked 
him toſend thoſe Judgment upon us alteady, 
For ſurely, all this is not for n 

that God has brought us thus low, and does 
{till threaten to —— lower, with more 
and more heavy Fad Noz the Rea- 
ſon is plainly this, that We are Gall Impeni- 

tent. Notwithſtanding the diſmal Calami- 
ties we have already felt, Wickedneſs ſtill 
overflows the Nation likea mighty Deluge, 
ſo as to overſpread all Ranks and Orders of 
Men amongſt us. Do not our Eyes behold 
it continually, in the open Atheiſin, Pro- 
Phaneneſs and Impiety ; in the Hypocriſy 
and Diſſimulation; in the Contempt of 
God and his holy Worſlup; in the Propha- 
nation of his holy Day; in the bold Infi- 
delity, and Deaying the Lord that bought us ; 
in the dreadful Abuſe of God's — and 
Glorious — by the horrid Oaths, Cur- 


ſes, 
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ſes, and Impretatzons, bee hoard 8 con- 
tinually i in our Streets, and in the Places of 
Concourſe and Converſation; in the Pra- 
Rice of the moſt filthy and abominable | 
Luſts; in the Lewdneſs and Luxury ; in 


the Opiirbſiſidn- and In juſtice; in che im- 


placable Malice and Hatred of one toward: 

another; and in our ſenſeleſs Diviſions 
and Animoſities, without Cauſe and with- 
out End, which reign every where? 

And can we then hope for Fruce and Mer- 
cy, fo long as our Abominations are ſo ma- 
ny ? May we not much'/rather fear, that 
God ſhould pour forth the Severity of his 
Anger upon us, until he hath conſumed us, 
and thete be no efcaping * ? Olet wall chere 
fore, as we have too freely contributed to 
the heavy load of Guilt which lies upon the 
Nation, 9 7 our many and grievous Sins a- 

gainſt the Divine Majeſty, apply our ſelves 
heartily to the great Duties of this Day, a 
ſcrious and deep Repentance and Humilia- 
tion of our ſelves before Almighty God for. 
them. Who knows, but that ſo doing, 
we may ſtill find Mercy, with a moſt mers. 


ciful God»? Since Feace ts n al War wholly: 


bid frow our eyes, Olet us all inftructed, 
and. 
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and in this our B ſee the Thing f - that rn | N 
0 it / Let 1 all ſeek the Lord while he may } 
be found, and cry mightily unto him for the 
Fardon of our many and abommable Pro- 
wocations.. Let the, wicked; farſake: he Weg | 


aud the ninrighteous Man hir Thoughts, aud | 


turn unto the Lord - with. all. hie Heart, | 
With all bis Soul, that God, nray alſo be imtre; = 
"- to turn from. bis: Ferct Auger, thet 1 Le. 4 

not. SL 1775 


1 To our 8 and Sg 4 


let us add alſo; our liberal Alms, and accord- | 


ing to the: Counſel given by "the Prophet 
Daniel to Nebuchadnen a ar, Let us break 77 
our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and our Iniquitics | 
by — Mercy to 27 Poor, i 1 ſo be at my J 
be 4 agilen of ar Tranqui 3 1900 


Ns 10 God the 7 God 4 Son, 2 
God the Holy. Gh hoſt, he aſcribed, as is | 
noſt due, all Honour, Glory and Praife 3 
Ellie b nom and for W n 5 1 


